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What should I already know? 

 Know that colours, when mixed, can 
create new colours 

 Know how to use paint brushes in 
different ways to create different effects: 
scratching, dots, splashes of paint. 

What will I know by the end of the unit? 

 Primary colours are red, blue and yellow: no 
other colours can be mixed to make these 
colours;  

 Secondary colours are green, orange and purple 
and these are made by mixing primary colours 
together;  

 Tertiary colours are colours made by mixing 
primary and secondary colours together (or 
different amounts of primary colours) – such as 
yellow-orange (amber), orange-red (vermillion), 
red-purple (magenta) etc.    

 Know the names of some tertiary colours; 
 Hues, shades and tints are made by mixing 

different amounts of primary colours together or 
by adding black and white.  

 Colours can be associated with moods: blue 
with sadness, red with anger or love, yellow with 
happiness;  

 Artists such as Mark Rothko, Picasso, Van 
Gogh and Yayoi Kasama use colour to suggest 
mood in their paintings. 

 

Vocabulary 

Primary 
Colours 

Colours that cannot be 
mixed by any other 
colours:  red, blue, 
yellow 

Secondary 
Colours 

Colours that can be 
made by mixing red, blue 
and/or red: orange, 
green, purple 

Tertiary 
Colours 

Colours that can be 
made by mixing 
secondary and primary 
colours together:  amber, 
vermillion, magenta, 
violet, teal, chartreuse 

Hue The dominant colour of a 
shade or tint 

Shade When black is added to a 
colour to make it darker 

Tint When white is added to a 
colour to make it lighter 

Amber The colour made by 
mixing yellow and 
orange 

Vermillion The colour made by 
mixing orange and red 

Magenta The colour made by 
mixing red and purple 

Violet The colour made by 
mixing purple and blue 

Teal The colour made by 
mixing green and blue 

Chartreuse The colour made by 
mixing green and yellow 

What skills will I have developed?  
 How to mix red and yellow together to make orange;  
 How to make amber by mixing yellow and orange;  
 How to make green by mixing blue and yellow together;  
 How to make vermillion by mixing orange and red;  
 How to make magenta by mixing red and purple;  
 How to make purple using blue and red;  
 How to make different hues of the colours above by mixing different amounts of each colour;  

 How to add black or white paint to a secondary colour to make a shade or a tint.  


