Reading
EYFS, Year 1 and Year 2

What we
do...

Information for Parents/Carers

EYFS, YEAR 1 AND YEAR 2 READING

Initial Information & Contents
This booklet is intended to provide information about how we ‘do reading’ in EYFS, Year 1 and Year 2 at St.
Francis. There may be some mention of phonics within this booklet. If you would like to know more about
phonics teaching and learning, please see the separate parent/carer information booklet about phonics.
Reading has two strands:
•

Word reading - can the child read the words on the page?

•

Language comprehension - can the child understand what they are reading?

Within reading, we also develop children’s ability to read with prosody. Prosody is The rhythmic and
intonational aspect of speech that manifests as expressive reading. It comprises timing, phrasing and intonation,
and helps to convey meaning and add ‘life’ to reading.

Page 1: Initial information and contents
Page 2: How do we teach reading?
Page 3: Year group systems - when will my child’s reading book be changed?
Page 4: Decoding strategies
Page 6: Comprehension - VIPERS Introduction
Page 7: VIPERS - Vocabulary
Page 8: VIPERS - Infer
Page 9: VIPERS - Predict
Page 10: VIPERS - Explain
Page 11: VIPERS - Retrieve

Page 12: VIPERS - Sequence
Page 13: Common Exception Words
Page 14: Tricky Words
Page 15: EYFS end of year reading outcomes
Page 16: Year 1 end of year reading outcomes
Page 17: Year 2 end of year reading outcomes
Page 18: Trajectory of Phonics Learning
Page 19: Trajectory of Home Reading—What are expected reading levels for my child?
Page 20: Thanks and reminders
PAGE 1

EYFS, YEAR 1 AND YEAR 2 READING

How do we teaching reading?
Reading is vital to all other aspects of curriculum learning and this is evidenced in how we built our curriculum
model. Reading takes priority and is evident within and across all subjects.

A considerable amount of time is given to the teaching of systematic phonics within Year EYFS and 1. Phonics
is outlined in a separate information booklet, however, this is a system where children are taught all the different
phonemes and graphemes in order to start their reading (& spelling) journey.
To teach reading, we use a variety of systems:
•

Whole class phonics teaching

•

Group ‘keep-up’ phonics

•

1:1 ‘keep-up’ phonics

•

1:1 reading practice support

•

Language activities

•

Vocabulary teaching

•

Focus on knowledge acquisition

•

Focus on phonological awareness

It is important to know that different
children will have a number of
different needs and this will depend
upon their level of support and
input. Reading support is based
upon teacher’s professional
judgement and assessment.

To support and consolidate reading:
•

Home reading with parents/carers

* Library time

•

Encouragement to engage with the local library

* Reading areas in classrooms

•

Story time in school

* Children change their own reading books

To assess children’s learning:
•

Phonics assessments - ensuring gaps in learning are plugged

•

Running Records - ensuring books are at the right level for a child

•

National Curriculum statements - ensuring a focus on the end of year outcomes

•

Alignment grids - ensuring children have the right level of reading input
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Year Group Processes
Year EYFS, 1 and 2
School Reading:
EYFS

Year 1

Year 2

Daily phonics lessons







Daily 10-minute application of phonics session







Daily same-day ‘keep-up’ phonics support—group or 1:1







Reading Practice - Group reading - X3 a week







Additional group and/or 1:1 ‘keep-up sessions







Daily story time







Carefully selected texts to support reading within writing lessons











A focus on whole-class comprehension - understanding and answering questions based
on a picture or text

Note: Year 2 children from Summer Term, will change from X3 reading practice sessions to a whole-class
reading lesson, however, children who are not secure in phonics will also have the X3 reading practice
sessions. A judgement will be made in Year 2 with regards to daily phonics sessions, depending on data, and
this might mean that these sessions become daily ‘No Nonsense Spelling’ sessions, focusing on the National
Curriculum spelling requirements.

Home Reading:
Your child will change their reading book every Friday morning.
On this day, your child will be given up to three books that will be in line with their learning. Home reading is a
time for children to practise their reading skills and therefore, it is likely their reading book will be an easy read
to consolidate, practise fluency and prosody and develop their comprehension skills. Your child will also
bring home a ‘sharing book’ - this is a book that is not matched to your child’s phonics ability and simply is a
book for you to share together. Children should not be asked to read the ‘sharing book’.
At home, please read with your child every night. Please write the date and titles of books into your child’s
reading records, which can be found on your child’s Purple Mash account. Please ensure your child’s reading
books are in school every day so if a member of staff wants to check progress of home reading, this can take
place. Books must be in school on a Friday so they can be changed.
Please also supplement school home reading system by enrolling your child at the library and regularly select
different books to share together. It is really important that we support children to love books.
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Decoding Strategies
Below is the phonic grapheme mat used for our children in EYFS.

Children are empowered to use their phonic knowledge to decode unfamiliar words in books. Children’s books
for Reading Practice sessions in school and the books sent home are matched to the child’s phonics ability. The
books give children the opportunity to apply their phonic knowledge into their reading but because they are
matched carefully, the child should be able to read all the words so they can develop fluency, prosody and
comprehension.
For further information relating to how children decode words using their phonics, please see our phonics guide
on our website.
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Decoding Strategies
Below is the phonic grapheme mat used when children start to ‘grow the code’ in Year 1.

Children are empowered to use their phonic knowledge to decode unfamiliar words in books. Children’s books
for Reading Practice sessions in school and the books sent home are matched to the child’s phonics ability. The
books give children the opportunity to apply their phonic knowledge into their reading but because they are
matched carefully, the child should be able to read all the words so they can develop fluency, prosody and
comprehension.
For further information relating to how children decode words using their phonics, please see our phonics guide

on our website.
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Comprehension - VIPERS
Comprehending a book is difficult! It takes time and should never be rushed and overlooked by charging on with
decoding skills only. There are two parts to reading!
Comprehension needs:
•

A good understanding of emotion words

•

A good understanding of question words

•

Descriptive words

•

A broad vocabulary

•

A good eye for ‘reading the picture’

•

An ability at times to read between the lines and work out the hidden meanings

•

A good memory - can they remember what has happened?

•

An ability to link events together

•

Understand cause and effect

•

Ability to sequence

•

Ability to reason and predict

•

Understanding the use of grammar

If a child struggles to understand only a couple of words, then the child can loose the overall meaning of the
book. We must ensure that decoding skills and comprehension skills increase together and we do not leave

comprehension skills lagging behind.
At St. Francis, we use a system called VIPERS to cover all aspects of comprehension skills.

In EYFS and KS1, we focus on Sequence rather than Summarise. Summarise becomes the focus for KS2.
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VIPERS - Vocabulary
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VIPERS - Infer
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VIPERS - Predict

PAGE 9

EYFS, YEAR 1 AND YEAR 2 READING

VIPERS - Explain

PAGE 10

EYFS, YEAR 1 AND YEAR 2 READING

VIPERS - Retrieve
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VIPERS - Sequence
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Common Exception Words
Common Exception words are words in which the English spelling code works in an unusual or uncommon way.
They are not words for which phonics ‘doesn’t work’, but they may be exceptions to spelling rules, or words
which use a particular combination of letters to represent sound patterns in a rare or unique way.
Children need to be able to read (and spell) the following words by the end of Year 1:

Children need to be able to read (and spell) the following words by the end of Year 2:
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Tricky Words
Tricky Words are words that are not decodable but children need to learn how to read. If you want to know more
about these words, please read our phonics information booklet.
EYFS - Reception Tricky Words
By the end of EYFS Autumn 1, children need to be able to read and spell:
is I the

By the end of EYFS Autumn 2, children need to be able to read and spell:
as and has his, her go no to into she he of we me be
By the end of EYFS Spring 1, children need to be able to read and spell:
was you they my by all are sure pure
By the end of EYFS Summer 1, children need to be able to read and spell:
said so have like some come love do were here little says there when what one out today
Year 1 - Tricky Words
By the end of Year 1 Autumn 2, children need to be able to read and spell:

their people oh your Mr Mrs Ms could would should our house mouse water want
By the end of Year 1 Spring 1, children need to be able to read and spell:
any many again who whole where two school call different thought through friend work
By the end of Year 1 Spring 2, children need to be able to read and spell:
once laugh because eye
By the end of Year 1 Summer 2, children need to be able to read and spell:
busy beautiful pretty hour move improve parents shoe
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End of EYFS Reading Outcomes
Children need to meet the following statements towards the end of their time in EYFS in order to achieve the
expected standard within reading. The areas of ‘Listening, Attention and Understanding’ and ‘Speaking’ are also
important when thinking about reading development.
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End of Year 1 Reading Outcomes
In order to achieve the expected standard in reading at the end of Year 1, children have to meet the following
statements
Word Reading (Decoding):

Comprehension:
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End of Year 2 Reading Outcomes
In order to achieve the expected standard in reading at the end of Year 2, children have to meet the following
statements
Word Reading (Decoding):

Comprehension:
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Trajectory of Phonics Learning
Decoding skills: The ability to blend phonemes to read words
Encoding skills: The ability to use known graphemes to spell words

Reception:
Children working at phase 4 at the end of Reception will be considered to be meeting the expected standard in
phonics.
Children working at phase 3 at the end of Reception are considered to be working towards the expected
standard in phonics. These children require additional support.
Children working below phase 3 at the end of Reception are considered to be working below the expected
standard in phonics. These children require additional support.

Year 1:
Children working securely at phase 5 at the end of Year 1 will be considered to be meeting the expected
standard in phonics.
Children working at phase 4 at the end of Year 1 are considered to be working towards the expected standard in
phonics. These children require additional support.
Children working below phase 4 at the end of Year 1 are considered to be working below the expected standard
in phonics. These children require additional support.
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Home Reading Trajectory of Learning
Year Group

Matched Book

Phonics Phase

Colour Band

EYFS—Reception

EYFS—Autumn 1 Books

Phase 2

N/A

EYFS—Autumn 2 Books

Phase 2

N/A

EYFS—Spring 1 Books

Phase 2 / 3

N/A

EYFS—Spring 2 Books

Phase 3

N/A

EYFS—Summer 1 Books

Phase 3 / 4

N/A

EYFS—Summer 2 Books

Phase 4

N/A

Year 1 —Autumn 1 Books

Phase 4

N/A

Year 1 —Autumn 2 Books

Phase 5—Set 1

N/A

Year 1 —Spring 1 Books

Phase 5—Set 2

N/A

Year 1 —Spring 2 Books

Phase 5—Set 3

N/A

Year 1 —Summer 1 Books

Phase 5—Set 3

N/A

Year 1 —Summer 2 Books

Phase 5—Set 4

N/A

Year 2 —Autumn 1 Books

Phase 5—Set 5

Turquoise

Year 2 —Autumn 2 Books

N/A

Turquoise / Purple

Year 2 —Spring 1 Books

N/A

Purple

Year 2 —Spring 2 Books

N/A

Purple

Year 2 —Summer 1 Books

N/A

Gold

Year 2 —Summer 2 Books

N/A

Gold

Year 1

Year 2

Year 2 children also have colour bands white and lime. It is preferable that children reach these books,
however, they would be working at the higher levels in Year 2.
Expected Levels
EYFS: Phase 4 reading books
Year 1: Phase 5 reading books
Year 2: Gold level (approximately 700-900 words over 24 pages)
White level (approximately 1200 words over 19 pages)
Lime level (approximately 1500 words over 21 pages)
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Thank you for reading...
We hope you have found this information useful and will help
you to support your child with their reading, in particular their
comprehension skills.

Please remember to sign up to the library if you have not
done so already. Ensuring children visit the library regularly
will support your child’s love of reading, support their
comprehension and increase their language, grammar and
vocabulary knowledge.

Remember to read the phonics booklet too.
Please speak to your child’s class teacher if you need to
clarify anything in this booklet.
If you think other information would be useful to contain within
this brochure, please do let us know!
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